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President's Message
Looks like summer is giving up and letting the fall season take over. Lots of wind and rain on the west side of the Cascades and
cooler mornings on the east side. Most of us will be looking to try and stretch our pasture feeding out another month or so before
we need to begin feeding hay.
The fair show season is winding down. My wife and I made a number of fairs this year including the NW Washington Fair in Lynden,
Evergreen State Fair in Monroe, Washington State Fair in Puyallup and finally the Central Washington Fair in Yakima. We had lots of
fun, met a lot of great people, learned a lot about showing, spread the word to the public about the benefits of the Highland breed
and showed off our Highlands. It amazes me every year how many people pass through the barns that do not know what a Highland
is or have never seen one. We received a lot of “thanks” from the public for bringing our Highlands to the fairs and sharing them. We
had a few folks in the association participate this year showing for the first time. I encourage you all to try and participate next year
at your local fair or even just help out another attending member. It’s a good way to get your feet wet and see what it takes to show
your animals.
Finally many thanks to Bonnie McLarty of Blueberry Meadows Highlands for volunteering to be our new editor for the Fold. It’s great
to have someone like Bonnie get involved in a big way. We are still in need of a volunteer to be the publisher, which would entail
taking the finished PDF file, having it printed, then mailing it out to all the members. For the time being look for each issue in your
email, with back issues posted to the website.
Have safe fall season and we’ll talk again in the winter. -Dale Hathaway, NWHCA President

From the Editor's Desk
As you can probably tell, The Fold has a new editor. No, I don't have more time than you all do, I'm
just crazy enough to think that on top of working full time and managing my small herd of
Highlanders, I needed to take on another project! In all seriousness, I volunteered for this because I think this publication is a
valuable tool for creating community within our association--for sharing advice and stories and news, and developing a network of
people committed to excellence within the breed, whether it be on the show circuit or on the rail (hopefully those two endeavors
aren't exclusive of each other!).
So, what do you want from your newsletter? That's not a rhetorical question: I actually want to hear what all of you fabulous
Highland breeders do and don't like about this issue and what you'd like to see in it--what makes this a valuable publication to you?
There is also a good chance you'll get a phone call from me at some point, because my job is to collect all of your wisdom and put it
into these pages.
Cheers.

-Bonnie McLarty
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PRESIDENT
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Breeder's Roundtable: Winter Preparation

The following article is the result of some lovely phone conversations and email
correspondence with some of our long-time NWHCA members. Contributing to this
issue's discussion are John Bates (Hemlock Highlands), Tom Kamerzell (Maple K Farms),
Amy Lagerquist (Skookumchuck Farm), Ilse Oles (Cape St. Mary Ranch), and Wayland
Read (Cherry Point Fold). Enjoy!
John Bates: When we make our haylage, we stack
the bales two or three high against a fence. In the
fall, before it gets muddy, we set out the bales in
the field about 15 feet apart in rows, and fence
them off with hotwire. Then when it's muddy, the
steers are always moving to a different area instead
of making one big mucky hole and we don't tear up
the wet pasture with the tractor.
We feed our cows in the barn, and the barn
doorways get really mucky from all the traffic going
in and out. We found the best solution was to put
down Geotech fabric and then put hog fuel on top
of that. The fabric layer seals the ground and keeps
the hog fuel from disappearing into the mud.
Wayland Read: If you make it good for your cattle,
your cattle will make it better for you. The object is
not to keep them alive, it's to keep them thriving, so
that they'll reward you, whether it be in the show
ring or on the hook in the cooler. We started out
when Highland Cattle were on the watch list, and
people were trying to save them by keeping some
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around, but we thought it might be better if they
helped them save themselves, in part by working on
Quality Highland Beef in Canada and in the States.
Beef pays the bills. You never know when breeding
stock is going to sell, but if you have good growthy
genetics that will produce beef for you, then we've
found no problem selling every bit of the beef.
None of us like mud. What we've done over the
years is develop a relationship with some of the
mills, and bring in loads of wood waste (bark/chips,
etc.--nothing treated, of course!). We bring the
waste in when the ground is still dry, so that we
were preventing the mud, rather than trying to deal
with mud holes. The cattle would choose to bed
down on the mounds of wood waste out in the rain
instead of going under the cedar trees. I had it
analyzed and it was actually adding nitrogen to the
soil.
We are close to the ocean and have always been
environmentally conscious, and we found this wood
waste would keep nitrogen and nutrients from
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washing out into the ocean. It added humus and
texture into our clay soils. We were getting great
vegetation from it. We were even able to sell some
of the composted soil to local organic gardeners. I
waited until the fields got hard, and then put a
ripper plow on to break up the clay, and then
worked the wood waste material and manure down
into the ground.
With our climate, I kind of like fall calves. What I do
that is different than some is that our calves don't
have to compete at the feeders with the big cows. I
have a creep feeder (only about 10' x 10' with
panels) and I brace the door so the calves can sneak
through but the cows can't get through it. I give the
calves the best hay that we have, and they can also
get out of the worst of the weather. In bad
weather, the calves will all be piled up in the creep
feeders, happy as clams.
Make sure you are feeding really good hay,
especially if you aren't feeding grain. Many years
ago, I had some steers that weren't growing. When
I had the hay analyzed, it was basically just straw. It
was filling their stomachs but they weren't getting
any nutrition.
Ilse Oles: We have 70+ purebred Highlands roaming
over 127 acres on Lopez Island, WA. In the fall
when rains are coming (finally after this long hot
summer), we like to have most of the herd in a
wooded area or on a rocky, poor part of our land
which stays pretty dry. It never grows much grass,
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but in winter we are feeding hay anyway, so, this
works for us.
In the fall, after all the calves have been weaned,
we
undertake vaccination of the
heifers
and castration of the younger bull calves. Then they
go into a small pasture near the barn where they
can be better observed and cared for.
Our climate on Lopez Island is fairly mild, and snow
does not last long. Some years ago, when we had
snow, followed by hard frost, our cows were
walking around for several days with white coats of
frozen snow on their backs. They did not seem to
mind. It proves that they are very well insulated and
do not need to go into a barn.
After over 35 years of raising Highland Cattle, we
are looking toward getting out of the cattle business
during the course of next year. It will be difficult
because the "Beasties" have been such an
important part of our lives. But we are in our mideighties and the time is coming...
Tom Kammerzell: This time of year, the things that
go through my mind are to have all the stock tanks
and feeders in place, because we rotate our cattle.
About this time of year we wean and weigh our
calves, so we know which bulls and heifer calves to
keep for breeding. We want our electric fence all
up and running, because we want to be able to
hook in any place and cross-fence when we need to.
Making sure all the machinery is serviced before
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winter, because the middle of winter is not the time
to have machinery break down. By using hay
feeders, we minimize hay loss and also reduce the
number of times we have to feed to about once a
week, so we can get away some and not be tied
down.
Amy Lagerquist: Here at Skookumchuck Farm,
we're blessed with very rocky prairie soil, so
drainage, for the most part, isn't an issue. I would
prefer a completely mud-free property, but Paul
assures me it's inevitable with livestock (and also
says we don't have "real farm mud" because it's
never deep). We always end up with a bit in the
most heavily trafficked areas, especially around the
water trough and mineral feeder.
Our first fall and winter with Highlands, back in
2008, we kept them confined to the fenced in
paddock in front of our barn. Thankfully, it was a
very cold winter, so we didn't have too much mud,
but the animals did tromp the vegetation there to
nothing. Grass has had trouble growing ever since.
Now we tend to keep them out of the paddock,
unless the so much rain is forecast that we know
they'll prefer the shelter of the open barn stalls to
the trees around the pasture.
We find that our cows do best on haylage, so we
feed more haylage bales than dry hay. We do feed
dry hay occasionally, too, either on the ground or in
our wheeled hay wagon. Either way, we try not to
feed in the same place more than once, both to
keep the animals' feet from doing too much
damage in one spot, and to spread the wealth of
their droppings and the seeds that fall from the hay
and haylage. We've noticed an increase in clovers
throughout our pasture using this practice.
All that said, our fold has grown, so this winter we'll
house more animals than we've ever had at one
time. We may have a lot of adjusting to do!
The Fold
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From the Archives: The Denver Experience
10 Days to Denver
by Naomi Ewing
(Reprinted from the Winter 2003 issue of the Fold)
Back from Denver 2OO3 and we had a GREAT time.
Tricia asked me to write a short piece on Denver
and so I thought you would appreciate hearing what
it is like to travel with Run A Muk Ranches for the
annual trip to the National Western Stock Show
each year. So here goes:
Saturday Day 1
Everyone is up early today... We are going at last to
Denver. The wait is over and now we are all loaded
and excited to be on our way. The truck and trailer
have been carefully packed by Alan and not a space
to fit anything else in (even if we wanted to!).

Susan has already grained the show stock so all we
have to do is load our suitcases, cattle and
ourselves. Damon and Trish won't be going this
year so the goodbyes were very sad. They will be
going in 2OO4 however, Cole wants to ride in the
mutton busting in the rodeo. We roll out at 7:30
am. We usually try to travel to Mountain Home,
Idaho for the first night. Once we arrive and check
into our motel, the first thing we have to tend to is
the cattle. Graining the show stock comes before
dinner for the ranch. Water is drug thru the motel
room (from the bathtub) and out into the very
COLD outdoors for each of our seven head of cattle.
Sunday Day 2
Up early again, feed and water the critters. The
roads are good so we roll into Rawlings, WY early
this year. It is still light. YIPPIE!!
Monday Day 3
We were not in much of hurry because Denver is
only 1/2 a day away and the roads have all been
great so far. We are at the Stockyards around noon.
First thing Susan and l go to the check-in trailer to
get our passes. Everything is in order so we are
allowed into the Stockyards. Next we get our tie-out
numbers and prepare the beds for the cattle
(outside the first night. They are always anxious to
exit the trailer. Not much of a home for two days of
travel. After we are finished checking into our
motel, we quickly unpack and head back down to
the Stock Show to set up our display. We will be
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allowed to haul our cattle into the barns tomorrow
and it is easier to have the display all set up prior to
moving the cattle.

Renaissance Hotel. We decided to attend. It allowed
us to visit some more and chat cattle.

Tuesday Day 4
We can't seem to stay in bed!!! Colorado is an hour
ahead so it is actually 4 am Washington time, but
we are all anxious to get things settled so we can
relax and enjoy good fellowship with other breeders
from all over the nation. Moving the cattle into the
barns is always fun because we never know what
they are going to do. The NWSS is HUGE with lots of
noise.
They were really good for us (except that little
stinker bull we had as an extra LOL). We heard
about a NEW discount western store so we headed
off to check it out. Then on to Shepler's: this is the
girls' favorite store. Alan got us rodeo tickets today
so we were off to the rodeo in our new duds.
Wednesday Day 5
Wash day. After we fed and watered Susan
gathered up all of her paraphernalia to wash cows. I
got out the blow dryer and prepared to groom the
cattle as she finished washing them. Alan took the
dirty cattle to Susan and the clean ones to me all
day long!!! There was only one space in the wash
racks available so you can imagine that it took a
while. We lost Alan while he read tattoos on the
heifers for the AHCA.
Thursday Day 6
Not much to do for Susan and me, but Alan had to
go back to work reading tattoos and helping with
the bull stuff. This was a perfect opportunity for
Susan and me to 'mingle' with the other breeders. It
was nice to laugh with old friends and welcome new
ones to the association. An informal gathering of
AHCA breeders was hosted by AHCA at the
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Friday Day 7
SHOW DAY!!! This is it. The day we have been
waiting for, for months. The best of the best go to
Denver every year to compete and see how they
stack up amongst the best on the Continent. This is
the one day everyone looks forward to. Even if you
don't do great in the shows it is something to be in
a national show with over 200 head of Highlands
waiting to go into the ring. This is by far our busiest
day. Everyone is making sure their cattle are
groomed properly, checking to make sure they have
all the classes they need to be in, making sure you
look just right to go into the ring, and so on and so
on. Junior show is first and so we watched the kids
go out and show. It was nice to see the Larson kids
Page 9

out there and we cheered for them from the gate.
We started the open show at 11 am. And we were
not finished until 4:3Opm or so. As you can imagine
it was a LONG day for everyone.

excellent job. Time to hurry back to the motel so we
can get ready for the banquet.
The banquet is always filled with grand surprises.
This year we were thrilled to watch Jacob Larson
accept the Grand Champion Female Trophy. His
heifer Kayla of Five Star Farm won Grand Champion
Female yesterday.
Sunday Day 9
Time to go home. It has been fun but we are so
ready to be home in our own beds!!! We
dismantled our display and have everything back in
order by 7am. We are ON THE ROAD!
We make it to Montpelier, ID and proceed to water
and feed the cattle again. Exhausted and ready to
play with the grandkids. I am in bed by 7pm!

Saturday Day 8

Monday Day 10

SALE DAY! 30 head of heifers and 8 bulls were
about to go thru the auction. The way your animal
placed yesterday in his/her class was how they
decided who went in what order in the sale today. If
you didn't place high enough in your classes you
could be bumped from the auction. They do this to
ensure high quality animals going thru the sale.
There was a new auctioneer this year and he did an

Had a little excitement in Burly, ID. But everything
turned out okay and we made it home about 8 pm.
It is good to be home--How many days again until
Denver 2004, Susan?
So now you know what it takes to haul cattle to
Denver. It doesn't sound so very bad, does it? Next
year make plans to attend. It is the best 10 days
you'll ever spend!

The National Western Stock Show and Sale
entry deadline is November 1, 2013. For more
information, contact AHCA at (303) 659-2399
or <info@highlandcattleusa.org.

The Fold
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2013 Show Results
Grays Harbor Fair 2013

Grand Champion Female
Louise of Swalander

The Fold

Grand Champion Bull
Oscar of Swalander

Reserve Grand Champion Female
RAM Blackie

Reserve Grand Champion Bull
Edwin of Swalander

Grand Champion Cow/Calf
Dorothy of Swalander

Reserve Grand Champion Cow/Calf
Rose Leah of Swalander
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Evergreen State Fair 2013
Grand Champion Female
Yvette of Hem-loch

Grand Champion Bull
Edwin of Swalander

Reserve Grand Champion Female
Spring Creek Georgia

Reserve Grand Champion Bull
Roger of Swalander

Grand Champion Cow/Calf
Rose Leah of Swalander

Reserve Grand Champion Cow/Calf
Dorothy of Swalander
The Fold

Ian & Danny Schleh (Garden Home Farm) showing a
couple of fine animals at the Washington State Fair.
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Spokane Interstate Fair 2013

Grand Champion Female
RAM Jazz

Grand Champion Bull
Son House of VOR

Reserve Grand Champion Female
RAM Dusti (no photo)

Reserve Grand Champion Bull
Lightnin Hopkins of VOR
Grand Champion Cow/Calf
RAM Taj

The Fold

Naomi & Sue (Run A Muk Ranches) with
Dale Hathaway (Spring Creek Highlands)
at the NWHCA regional show in Puyallup.
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Spokane Interstate Fair 2013
EXHIBITORS: Run A Muk Ranches, Shaggy Blues
Highlanders of VOR

GRAND CHAMPION FEMALE: RAM Jazz
RESERVE CHAMPION FEMALE: RAM Dusti

GRAND CHAMPION COW/CALF: RAM Taj

Intermediate Bull Calf Champion: RAM Zander

Junior Heifer Calf Champion: RAM Mairi

Junior Bull Calf Champion: Lightin Hopkins

Senior Heifer Calf Champion: RAM Munchkin Reserve:
RAM Jakar

Intermediate Yearling Bull Champion: RAM Tuff Reserve:
RAM Saxton

Int. Yearling Heifer Champion: RAM Kennedy
Reserve: RAM Cassidy

Junior Yearling bull Champion: Son House of VOR
Reserve: RAM Logan

Jr. Yearling Heifer Champion: RAM Dusti

GRAND CHAMPION BULL: Son House of VOR
RESERVE CHAMPION BULL: Lightin Hopkins

Senior Heifer Champion: RAM Jazz

Grays Harbor Fair 2013
EXHIBITORS: Run A Muk Ranches, Swalander Highland
Cattle Co.
GRAND CHAMPION COW/CALF: Dorothy of Swalander
RESERVE CHAMP. COW/CALF: Rose Leah of Swalander
Junior Heifer Calf Champion: Louise of Swalander
Senior Heifer Calf Champion: RAM Jakar
Reserve: RAM Munchkin
Intermediate Yearling Heifer Champion: RAM Kennedy
Reserve: RAM Cassidy
Jr. Yearling Heifer Champion: Taylor of Swalander
Reserve: Maude of Swalander
Senior Heifer Champion: RAM Blackie

Reserve: RAM Jazz
GRAND CHAMPION FEMALE: Louise of Swalander
RESERVE CHAMPION FEMALE: RAM Blackie
Junior Bull Calf Champion: Roger of Swalander
Intermediate Yearling Bull Champion: RAM Saxton
Reserve: RAM Tuff
Junior Yearling bull Champion: Oscar of Swalander
Reserve: RAM Logan
Senior Bull Champion: Edwin of Swalander
Reserve: RAM Brighton
GRAND CHAMPION BULL: Oscar of Swalander
RESERVE CHAMPION BULL: Edwin of Swalander

2013 Central Washington State Fair
EXHIBITORS: Cole Ewing, Run A Muk Ranches, Spring
Creek Highlands
Calf Champion: RAM Mairi
Int. Yearling Heifer Champion: Spring Creek Wendy
Reserve: Ram Cassidy
Jr Yrlg Heifer Champion: RAM Dusti
Sr Heifer Champion: RAM Jazz
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Reserve: Spring Creek Georgia
Sr Heifer Calf Champion: RAM Munchkin
Reserve: RAM Jakar
Reserve: RAM Echo
GRAND CHAMPION FEMALE: RAM Jazz
RESERVE CHAMPION FEMALE: RAM Echo
GRAND CHAMPION COW/CALF: RAM Paige
RESERVE CHAMPION COW/CALF: RAM Taj
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(Central Washington State Fair Results, continued)
Jr Bull Calf Champion: Spring Creek Brody
Reserve: RAM Zander

Jr. Yearling Bull Champion: Oscar of Swalander
Reserve: Shat Acres Sullivan

Int. Yearling Bull Champion: RAM Tuff
Reserve: RAM Saxton

GRAND CHAMPION BULL: Oscar of Swalander
RESERVE CHAMPION BULL: Spring Creek Brody

Evergreen State Fair 2013

EXHIBITORS: Run A Muk Ranches, Spring Creek
Highlands, & Swalander Highland Cattle Co.

GRAND CHAMP. COW/CALF: Rose Leah of Swalander
RESERVE CHAMP. COW/CALF: Dorothy of Swalander
Junior Heifer Calf Champion: Spring Creek Georgia
Reserve: Spring Creek Brandy
Senior Heifer Calf Champion: RAM Munchkin
Reserve: RAM Jakar
Intermediate Yearling Heifer Champion: RAM Kennedy
Reserve: RAM Cassidy
Junior Yearling Heifer Champion: Maude of Swalander
Reserve: Taylor of Swalander
Senior Heifer Champion: Yvette of Hem-loch
Reserve: Gardenhome Yalena

GRAND CHAMPION FEMALE: Yvette of Hem-loch
RESERVE CHAMPION FEMALE: Spring Creek Georgia
Intermediate Bull Calf Champion: RAM Zander
Junior Bull Calf Champion: Roger of Swalander
Senior Bull Calf Champion: Garden Home Kodiak
Reserve: RAM Tuff
Junior Yearling Bull Champion: Oscar of Swqalander
Reserve: Shat Acres Sullivan
Senior Bull Champion: Edwin of Swalander
GRAND CHAMPION BULL: Edwin of Swalander
RESERVE CHAMPION BULL: Oscar of Swalander

Washington State Fair 2013
EXHIBITORS: Blueberry Meadows Highlands, Garden
Home Farm, Run A Muk Ranches, Spring Creek
Highlands, & Swalander Highland Cattle Co.

Reserve: RAM Jazz
GRAND CHAMPION FEMALE: Maude of Swalander
RESERVE CHAMPION FEMALE: BEM Arabella

GRAND CHAMPION COW/CALF: Dorothy of Swalander
RESERVE CHAMP. COW/CALF: Rose Leah of Swalander

Intermediate Bull Calf Champion: Spring Creek Brody

Intermediate Heifer Calf Champion: BEM Blueberry

Junior Bull Calf Champion: BEM Boomer
Reserve: Roger of Swalander

Junior Heifer Calf Champion: Spring Creek Georgia
Reserve: Louise of Swalander

Intermediate Yearling Bull Champion: RAM Tuff
Reserve: Garden Home Kodiak

Senior Heifer Calf Champion: RAM Munchkin
Reserve: RAM Jakar

Junior Yearling Bull Champion: Oscar of Swalander
Reserve: Shat Acres Sullivan

Intermediate Yearling Heifer Champion: RAM Cassidy
Reserve: Wendy of Tall Grass

Senior Bull Champion: Edwin of Swalander

Jr. Yearling Heifer Champion: Maude of Swalander
Reserve: BEM Arabella
Senior Heifer Champion: Yvette of Hem-Loch
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GRAND CHAMPION BULL: Edwin of Swalander
RESERVE CHAMPION BULL: Oscar of Swalander
PREMIER BREEDER: Run A Muk Ranches
PREMIER EXHIBITOR: Spring Creek Highlands
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Washington State Fair-NWHCA 2013 Regional Show

Grand Champion Female
Maude of Swalander

Grand Champion Bull
Edwin of Swalander

Reserve Grand Champion Female
BEM Arabella

Reserve Grand Champion Bull
BEM Boomer

Grand Champion Cow/Calf
Dorothy of Swalander

Reserve Grand Champion Cow/Calf
Rose Leah of Swalander

The Fold
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Central Washington Fair 2013

Grand Champion Female
RAM Jazz

Grand Champion Bull
Oscar of Swalander

Reserve Grand Champion Female
RAM Echo (no photo)

Grand Champion Cow/Calf
RAM Paige

Reserve Grand Champion Bull
Spring Creek Brody

Raena Bahnsen showing her division win
for Blueberry Meadows in Puyallup.

Reserve Grand Champion Cow/Calf
RAM Taj

The Fold
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It Could Happen To You (But I Sure Hope It Doesn't)
by Bonnie McLarty

I lost my first calf this year. I suppose it had to
happen sometime, but my Highlanders have been
so healthy that I've not ever had to deal with
"normal" calf ills--severe scours, slow/dumb calves,
fly strike, joint ill, and the like. The combination of
preventative measures (dipping the cord in iodine,
vaccinations, using pour-on Ivermectin products
during fly season to avoid fly strike, etc.) and
vigorous calves has worked well for me. In addition,
because my small herd has to travel by trailer to
different pastures with different tasting water, my
animals seem to adapt to new environments with
minimal stress.
This fall, I hauled five animals--two cow-calf pairs
and a yearling heifer--to the Washington State Fair
in Puyallup. They settled right in and were drinking
within two hours of arrival, which is pretty
impressive since the water at the Puyallup
fairgrounds is heavily chlorinated to the general
disgust of the cows.

Muk Ranches) procured a packet of electrolytes and
immobilized the calf while I forced her to drink
some water and then put about one quart of
electrolytes down her. The calf was definitely full,
so I went home for the evening, hoping she'd feel
better and nurse on her mom during the quiet night
hours.
The next morning the heifer was no better. She was
clearly uncomfortable and had a temp of 105.6˚F, so
I called the vet. He came out and gave her a shot of
banamine for pain, and Nuflor, a fast-acting
antibiotic. He predicted she'd feel better and nurse
within the hour. After 40 minutes or so, the heifer
did seem to feel a little better. She stood up, and I
guided her over to the cow, but she still would not

Everything was fine until Saturday afternoon. One
of the calves, a 3-month-old heifer, nursed normally
in the morning, but refused to nurse in the
afternoon. She finally took a few half-hearted sucks
around 4 pm, but after that steadfastly refused to
touch a teat. The cow was full and tried to convince
the calf to suckle, but to no avail. By late evening I
was really concerned. The symptoms were unusual:
refusal to nurse, no urine, no diarrhea. In fact,
there was no manure at all, though if the heifer
hadn't drunk or eaten since the morning, there
might just not have been anything left in her system
to pass through. Helpful breeders (Bob Swalander
of Swalander Highlands and Alan Weimer of Run-AThe Fold
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nurse. Instead, she wanted water, and stood under
the trickling faucet for over an hour. Eventually she
drank. And drank. And drank. She looked like a
little barrel, full of water, but still refused to nurse,
much to the distress of her very full mother.
This was haul-out day, with everyone packing up
and getting ready to leave. I was busy, but
continued to monitor the heifer. She still did not
pee, which was confusing after seeing the large
amount of water she'd filled herself up with. The
vet left some vials of
metoclopramide, a drug
that causes the abomasum
to contract and move
things through. He hoped
that would get her system
going again.

movement of food into the first part of the
intestines) which was thickened, probably
congenitally, since the skin was a normal healthy
pinkish color, not inflamed at all. Jammed in the
sphincter was a small hairball that had been in the
heifer's stomach for a good while. The hairball was
so tightly wedged in that it had not allowed any
fluid or food to pass through and the calf had likely
died of dehydration from not being able to access
the water in her stomach.

The vet's conclusion was
that this was not related to
being at the fair, it could
have happened to this calf
at any time. He also told
me (to both my relief and
dismay) that there really
wasn't anything I could've
When I got her home that
done. Even treating her
evening, I had the vet out
for an obstruction would
again. Despite two rounds
have been difficult and
of shots, there was no
Looking to buy beef? Check out
likely unsuccessful, since
change, and the vet was
the hair ball wasn't going
NWHCA's list of beef producers on
puzzled. He stuck a tube
to fit through even if was
our website:
down her esophagus and
soaked in mineral oil or
whoosh! out came a least
some other sort of gastric
two gallons of fluid. He
lube. Since the calf was
gave her more banamine
born at the very end of
and more antibiotics, and
June, well after all the
told me to remove the
cows had shed out, it is
water tank so she would
unlikely she ate a matted
have to nurse, and couldn't overfill on water. also
piece of shedding hair from one of the older cows.
had me give charcoal and probiotics orally. He left
The exact reason for the hairball is a mystery,
about 8:30 pm.
though it could have just been accumulated from
when she licked herself.
The calf died in the night. When I went out the next

<nwhca.org/beef.htm>

morning, she was already stiff and cold. I called the
vet, and he offered to come out and do a necropsy
free of charge, as he was really curious why no
treatment had worked. What he found was that
everything was normal, except for the pyloric
sphincter (part of the abomasum that controls
The Fold

In summary, I'm not sure what I learned from this
experience that I can apply in the future, but if I see
similar symptoms I will probably at least try to treat
for an obstruction.
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Highland Cattle Marketplace

Marketplace ads are a special benefit of NWHCA membership, funded by your dues as
a free place to advertise. Ads are limited to 7 square inches (the size of 1 business
card) or less of space and restricted to NWHCA members. No prices or logos are to be
included in this section. Send all ads to your Editor: Bonnie McLarty, 43408 236th Ave.
SE, Enumclaw, WA 98022 ▪ <bemhighlands@gmail.com>
Editor's Note: Due to the current publication format of this journal, and the fact that I
have not received any advertisements from members this month, I have pulled a small
selection of recent ads from the website. Future ad submissions that include jpg images
will be printed on a trial basis in the space allowed.
Mar-Mor Farms has a selection of
cattle for sale:
Two mature cows, two yearling
heifers, three bull calves, and two
heifer calves.
Contact Margot at (707) 495-1333
<marmorfarms@gmail.com>

GardenHome Farm 2yo heifer
"GardenHome Yvette" Sire:
Flatheads Ben Nevis; Dam:
Hannegan Princess Keegan D.
Pasture exposed for 2 months,
presumed bred. 7yo proven cow,
"Princess Keegan D" Sire:
Hannegan Buck; Dam: Prince
Dalziel's Keegan. Dam of 2011
Reg. Gr. Ch. bull. (360) 424-4112.

Big Dipper Ranch Great starter
herd, 3 cows & 1 bull, all cows
unrelated to the bull and to
each other. Call Brad
Knowland (509) 261-0834, or
go to
www.bigdipperhighlands.com
The Fold

Shaggy Blues Highlanders of
VOR offers 2 prize-winning bulls
for sale: Son House (52456),
black bull, Gr. Ch. and Supreme
Champ. at Spokane.
LightninHopkins (52457) Res. Gr.
Ch. bull at Spokane. Call (310)
560-8730

Tall Grass Farms Registered
Scottish Highland Bull for sale:
Flatheads Club (50594); Sire:
Double LL Gillium; Dam: Pimushe
Tabitha. 2.5 years old, easy to
handle, and halter broke; excellent
quality all the way around. Contact
us at 509-991-8434

Bear Highland Cattle Red
heifer DOB April 2013, 16yo
cow bred to RAM Yukon, will
calve this fall. Reg # 31128.
POWDER RIVER Longhorn
Squeeze Chute. Very
motivated to sell, Fred or Alice
Hendrickson days at 208-2675763; nights & weekends at
208-255-8505.

6yo bull for sale (will consider
shared ownership). CH Ulysses
(#46,429 x CH Aloysius x DH
Churchill) looking for a job. Easy to
handle, loves his girls. Reasonable
offer to good home considered.
Bobbie & Byron Russell at

Grand Champion Bull for Sale:
Edwin of Swalander Highland
Cattle Co. DOB 4/19/11, Reg.
#50268. See NWHCA
classifieds for list of wins.
Contact Bob Swalander (360)
402-6879.

Hemlock Highlands will buy
your weaned steer or beef
quality heifer calves.
Call to discuss.
John & Jean Bates
(360) 856-5817
<hemlockhighlands@comcast.n

509-993-8300.

WANTED! 2013 STEER
Contact Barry or Kathy Quam at
(360) 802-9221.
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Current NWHCA members
now have the option of
renewing dues with Paypal.
The cost is $35.00 plus $1.32
vendor fee.
Visit <www.nwhca.org> to
renew your membership
online.

REMINDER
Displaying your business card
in the Fold and on the
NWHCA website is FREE.
Email a scanned image of
your card to Gina Ames at
<boisecreekfarm@comcast.net>

Welcome New Members!
Dick Sumner
On The River Scottish Highlander Ranch
Myrtle Creek, OR
NIcki Farrell
Tall Grass Farms
Medical Lake, WA
Nate & Jacque Pamplin

Hummingbird Highlands
Yelm, WA

The Fold
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Mission Statement

The Northwest Highland Cattle Association (NWHCA) is dedicated to promoting Highland cattle, protecting the integrity
of our pure breed, and encouraging all its membership in their breeding and marketing endeavors. The rules and
regulations of the American Highland Cattle Association (AHCA) will be our standard in all our decision-making
processes. The ultimate goal being for every member to benefit from the efforts of this association.

Serving British Columbia, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington
Your membership dues paid to the Northwest Highland Cattle Association go toward defraying the running costs of our
Association and promoting the Highland breed. Each current member is entitled to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vote at the spring meeting of the membership
A subscription to our newsletter The Fold
Receive all special mailings sent out by the NWHCA to its members
Representation of their Highland cattle enterprise in The Fold and on the NWHCA website
Serve on committees and stand for election as officers and directors of the Association
Enjoy the encouragement, support, and good fellowship of your Association members
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